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United Way Expands Middle School Investments
The Spokane County United Way has expanded its investments to include funding for three community based organizations, Boys and Girls Clubs of Spokane County, Communities in Schools and YFA Connections. Each organization received a $30,000 grant to provide resources and services to middle school youth.
All three investments reach middle school students who are at risk of becoming future dropouts. “These are the students who are academically below their classmates, miss school frequently or have significant behavior problems,” said Tim Henkel, President and CEO of Spokane County United Way.

“Students in middle school are especially vulnerable,” said Henkel. “It’s a time of rapid development for youth – with changes in the education environment and increased exposure to risk behaviors – and when many children get off track.”

United Way’s middle school investments are part of its long term strategy to increase local graduation rates and help youth succeed. Each of these programs is built around partnering with parents, involving schools and connecting students to mentors and caring adults.  

Boys and Girls Clubs will continue its program that connects at risk youth in 5th through 8th grade to caring adults who provide mentoring and individual homework assistance through their after school and summer programs. Six local elementary and middle schools track the progress of each of the students and works closely with staff and volunteers to help keep students on track and engaged. 

Communities in Schools is also building on its successful program at Glover Middle School that uses a case management approach to connect individual students to services they need. Some of the many services include afterschool tutoring and mentoring, access to health and dental services, and parenting support.

YFA Connections has been able to re-start a program at Garry Middle School that provides outpatient counseling to students who are struggling with family conflict, emotional and behavioral concerns and academic problems.  
